
Paulownia tomentosa

“The foxglove tree”
This is a fast growing deciduous tree native to China. In cultivation it is grown for two 
distinctly different reasons. Either as a majestic tree with stunning powdery blue flowers in 
spring or as a provider of massive foliage for a tropical looking garden.

P. tomentosa grows very quickly indeed. New growths in young plants can grow 4-6ft in a 
single year. The ultimate height of these trees is 30-40ft with a spread of 20-30ft. They 
therefore need plenty of room to grow and a carefully chosen spot.
Paulownia have huge 12in long leaves and therefore need wind protection. They grow 
best in full sun in a warm spot in a fertile but moist soil. As very greedy plants they will 
grow just as fast as you can feed them. Plant/ pot up in rich soil and added compost or 
manure. In pots use John Innes number 3 compost and top dress every spring.
Young saplings are prone to frost damage until they produce mature wood, this takes a 
couple of years. Until they have a woody stem Paulownia will require some frost 
protection- fleece is usually sufficient, but if you have space in a greenhouse, this is better.
Saplings should be potted up gradually into ever larger pots or plant out.
Container growing is possible but they will require a very large pot- 60 to 100 litre pot and 
pollarding the trees back to 50-80cm will be essential . 

Full Sun
Well drained soil
RHS hardiness rating H4

Plant Cultivation Notes


